ADDRESS BY THE HON’BLE PRESIDENT OF INDIA
SMT DROUPADI MURMU
ON THE OCCASION OF HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

New Delhi, December 10, 2024

| am happy to be here with you all on the occasion of Human Rights Day
— a day of profound significance for humanity. On this occasion, | extend
my heartfelt appreciation to the fellow citizens whose belief in equality,
justice, liberty and fraternity is the cornerstone of our democratic ethos.

It is a day to remember the institutions that strive to protect and promote
the rights of the most vulnerable sections of society. The National
Human Rights Commission, the State Human Rights Commissions,
various other Commissions, the judiciary, and other key stakeholders
have worked tirelessly to be the voice of the voiceless. | compliment
them for their steadfast commitment and untiring work towards ensuring
human rights for all.

Today, as we reflect on the ideals enshrined in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights adopted on this day in 1948, we reaffirm our collective
resolve to contribute to building a world where justice and human dignity
are the bedrock of society. India today stands as a shining example
where great initiatives are being taken by the government for poverty
alleviation, eradication of hunger by providing free food to
underprivileged and offering equal opportunities to youth to realise their
dreams. India, with its civilisational heritage spanning over 5,000 years,
has long upheld values of empathy, compassion, and the inter-
connectedness of individuals within a harmonious community.
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Based on these values, institutions such as the NHRC and SHRCs
along with civil society, human rights defenders, special rapporteurs and
special monitors, have been working to ensure the protection of human
rights for all. | commend the proactive role played by the NHRC in
addressing violations, raising awareness and recommending policy
changes to uphold the rights of the marginalised. It also gives me
immense pleasure to receive the first copies of three significant
publications: Nayi Dishayein, the NHRC English Journal, and a
compendium of its Advisories. These publications reflect the
Commission’s dedication to advancing human rights discourse and
fostering greater awareness.

Sfaar 3R goorr,

AR 397 Tl AR & AR 3R Tslellider PR FaATad
A B TEdT § Hhoudcy gl QU H gl dldl HTH TAd, FAST &
el gait & el gaRT Fadd 3R FAvueT AdenT GARIT wtel @ 3d
gfaeeyar & gfafss &

WHR TN & AT 3aN, TaTo 999d, dgdi TaTodl, fSofdr, @S
AT AR o danst @ dFe TaReg-gar 3R e d& 5 qHAToH-
nfdw 3R TieHias 3RERT i TR 8 & &) TE Seoweg §
gAIIE ITERISATHT & U H HUGRT & ¥ A &N ST ¢l 34
IS HIT H Ueh S5l G0N ¢ Faes ARG AT, S Faeodr &l
Teh AT HUHR & §F & q@dr gl 37 avy, 19 FAdeX &I, faeg
Aarer fgad W, AR A U AFAI Y har AR MarerT: gART
GFAT | Ig HAAT 3707 AT @ W@ 81 30 AHIST A Fgeod
IR AR & T & 99 W IR &I a1 g1 39 ARG A
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3H od R oo fear ar fon gierd imerdl d@ ugd fAerdn, grem
3N ey & fav, @rEeR Afgensit ik asfaat & v, Ageayer 8

ST 3edl, Redivee 3R FRETE 2016, ARS TOeey
c@HTel JfAfATA, 2017; 3R crEeisy <fdd (TSGR &1 HIaTo)
HiefAad, 2019 S Ferfaeiel e, HHAGAN HAGHT D FAFT Tellel
IR 3% GFAT F Shad Sy & e S99 & AR Tl &l
i g1 # LGBTQ ®He & He&dl, H¥6 W & GHTidd egiaraal,
fraiar, dawfaar AR g ¥ #Aor o arer dga o AR 3w
HHAR HHG & FHodoT A FRARTT &l & T NHRC aRT 3370
T Afshd 3URT Fr Y TG FIAT AGIT|

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As we progress into the future, we are confronted with emerging
challenges. Cybercrimes and climate change are new threats to human
rights. The digital era, while transformative, has brought with it complex
issues such as cyberbullying, deepfake, privacy concerns, and the
spread of misinformation. These challenges underscore the importance
of fostering a safe, secure, and equitable digital environment that
protects the rights and dignity of every individual. The Information
Technology Act (IT Act) of 2000, the IT Rules, 2021, and the Digital
Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, address the challenges of privacy in
the digital age, balancing technological advancement with individual
rights.

Artificial Intelligence has now entered our day-to-day life, solving many
problems and creating several new ones too. The human rights
discourse so far has been centred on the human agency, that is, the
violator is assumed to be a human being, who would have a range of
human emotions such as compassion and guilt. With Al, however, the
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culprit could be a non-human but intelligent agent. | leave the matter for
you to ponder upon.

The case of climate change too forces us to review the human rights
thinking at the global level. Polluters of a different place and a different
era are affecting the lives of people in another place and another period.
India, as the voice of Global South, has rightly taken up the leadership in
climate action. The government’s initiatives, such as the 2022 Energy
Conservation (Amendment) Bill, the Green Credit Initiative, and the
Lifestyle for Environment, or LIFE, Movement, are clear demonstrations
of India’s commitment to building a clean and green planet for future
generations.

Sfaar 3R oo,

a¥ 2022 de HRA H ol T STATEAT T 15 Fs A1 3 9y
2050 o 3Hs 35 FUS deh Ugdel I AW §l U W@l
3HeT Fdefee 3R Shas-3gea o §ufd § S AR SHGEr &l
ey S §1 g 3% W W A Hgedqul geifadt @
THATUTS Toiehrelel =1fgC, To@A IUIadqur Fareed dar, o gue,
LT 3R AATSIE FAGR g6 9gd fAd g1 Ig AR § g
T Aifaar S0 3R wEA oW S IAST ARAT F FAC W AR
3AHT FHeIU] ARTT R, 3¢ AR FANT & Heddldl HGEA & &
H qUT Siaet el & fow aerera s |

glel & gul #H, AETAs Faeed, vt gAR sedi AR gamsi & fav
Ueh HAgcdqul Hcal &1 14T &1 HI Ig St get gs T NHRC &
SH Heg I ARAT @I ggaEm g1 H Falr FAurent @ el Al g
fh 9 gAR sl IR Farsil &I gATTdd Tl aTel dolld & A oA &
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foT gacd 3ury g% H| Fedr T gpiaAr or gy & AAF
FAELT I Yidehel JHTT o STel, 5H & A FARAd el T 3EIE
H 3T 3R AR ST & IoN Al F FA gl 9 o gH AT
MMi¥er AlSA YA &, A Tg FHARGd e wigw o @elr
cgiaradl, WHeY IPRIETT &H1 & Sl T SHhedlol, gART JrATHedr
doit @1 &A Falt ol AAe A & 53 fhell off dheleh & T L=,
SIRTEHAT YaT e 3R STHAG el 1 Fgraar ada &1 faer &
A AT A1RTI

8 AAIUSR a8 W, @i & Fodior & AU HUH 3e
gfdecydr, AT AR dar & fov & 37 @l & gurs S g1 3sT
gH =, AT 3R IRAT & HAeAr & 9id 396 e Jidecydr
I AdeiHd ™ AT AR TS HI IR A §1 39 TFg
ATl 1 HHAT AL gU, &H Tcdeh hiad & Hifeler DRI al
SV (@1 AT 3R Ig GRARad & dee fo dmg off 9 o
gl Th @Y, R T 3R Uholedr & AIH 8, §87 Uh 0
sfasy &1 AT &R dhad § A & cafed, 3#, geoifA ar
aRfeufa #r ”iar fee foer, ¥FAE, 3R AR quiar & Sfae Sie
& forT @ered &l

Thank you,
Jai Hind!
Jai Bharat!
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